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c. 2 Maccabees 4.25
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AaBwv 8t Ttas Boothikas EVTOAGS TOPEYEVETO TAS MEV GPXIEPGICUVNS
oudev a€lov hpepwv, Bupous S wapou Tupavvou kal Bnpos BapPBapou opyas
EXCIV.

After receiving the royal orders, [Menelaus] arrived [in Jerusalem], possessing

nothing that is worthy of the high priestly status, but having the mind of a cruel
tyrant and the temperament of a barbaric'*® beast.

d. 2 Maccabees 5.11-17

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

11

12

13

14

TTpooTeaovTv 8¢ TG PACIAEL TEPL TAV YeYOVOTwVY SIEAXREV ATOCTATELY
v loudaiav: 0Bev avaleuEos € Alyumtou TeBnpiwouevos Th Yuxn EAaPe
TNV pev ToAtv SoptaAwTov

KOl EKEAEUCE TOIS OTPATICITAIS KOTTEIY OPEISDS TOUS EUTTITTOVTAS KO
TOUs €15 Tas olkias avoaPaivovtas kataodaletv.

"EytvovTto 8¢ vEwv kol TPEoPUTEPLIV QVTIPECELS, YUVIKGV KA1 TEKVGOV
adoaviouos, Topbevav Te kol VNV opayal.

"OkTo 88 HUpPIades £V Tals TOCAIS TUEPTLS TPIOL kaTedpBapnoav, TECCOPES
HEV EV XEIPOV VOUXIS, OUX ITTOV 88 TV EGPayuEVLV ETPabnoav.

Ouk apkeabels e TOUTOLS KATETOAUNGEV EIS TO TAOTS TNS YIS OY1WTATOV
1epov £10eABETY 0dnyov Excov Tov MevéAaov Tov Kol TGV VOHWVY Kol ThS
TaTpidos mTPoSoTNV YeyovoTx

Kol Tols MIEPOIS XEPC! TO 1EPa Okeun AapPoveov kal To U aAAwv
BaoiAéwov avaoTabevta mpos auEnatv kot Sofav ToU TOTTOU Kol TIUNY TAlS
BeBrhots xepoiv cuooupcov.

Kol eueTecopileTo TNy Sicvolav o 'AvTioxos ou cuvop@v, oTi Sl Tas
QHOPTIOS TAV TTV TOAIV OIKOUVTMV GTTWIPYL0Tol BPoxXEws O SeaToTNS,
810 YEYOVE TEPL TOV TOTTOV TTOPOPOTIS.

When (news) of what had happened reached the king, he assumed that Judea was
in revolt. So, raging in his spirit like a beast, he left Egypt and took the city by
storm

and commanded his soldiers to cut down relentlessly whoever fell into their
hands and to slaughter those who fled to their houses.

There were massacres of young and old, disappearance of women and children,
slaughter!? of girls and babies.

Within the total of three days eighty thousand were destroyed, namely forty
thousand in hand-to-hand fighting, and no less than the slaughtered ones were
sold (as slaves).

149. For this meaning of BapPopos in the first century, see F.-M. Abel, Les livres
des Maccabées (Ebib; Paris: Gabalda, 1949), ad loc.; Nelis, Il Makkabeeén, ad loc.
150. Lit. slaughters (plural).



