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c. 2 Maccabees 4.25 
 
 25 Labw_n de\ ta\j basilika\j e0ntola\j parege/neto th=j me\n a)rxierwsu/nhj 

ou0de\n a1cion fe/rwn, qumou\j de\ w)mou= tura/nnou kai\ qhro\j barba/rou o0rga\j 
e1xwn. 

 
 25 After receiving the royal orders, [Menelaus] arrived [in Jerusalem], possessing 

nothing that is worthy of the high priestly status, but having the mind of a cruel 
tyrant and the temperament of a barbaric149 beast. 

 
d. 2 Maccabees 5.11-17 
 
 11 Prospeso/ntwn de\ tw|~ basilei= peri\ tw~n gegono/twn die/laben a)postatei=n 

th\n 'Ioudai/an: o3qen a)nazeu/caj e0c Ai0gu/ptou teqhriwme/noj th|= yuxh|= e1labe 
th\n me\n po/lin doria/lwton 

 12 kai\ e0ke/leuse toi=j stratiw&taij ko/ptein a0feidw~j tou\j e0mpi/ptontaj kai\ 
tou\j ei0j ta\j oi0ki/aj a)nabai/nontaj katasfa/zein. 

 13  0Egi/nonto de\ ne/wn kai\ presbute/rwn a0naire/seij, gunaikw~n kai\ te/knwn 
a0fanismo/j, parqe/nwn te kai\ nhpi/wn sfagai/. 

 14  0Oktw_ de\ muria/dej e0n tai=j pa/saij h9me/raij trisi\ katefqa&rhsan, te/ssarej 
me\n e0n xeirw~n nomai=j, ou0x h[tton de\ tw~n e0sfagme/nwn e0pra&qhsan. 

 15 Ou0k a0rke/sqeij de\ tou/toij kateto/lmhsen ei0j to\ pa&shj th=j gh=j a9giw&taton 
i9ero\n ei0selqei=n o9dhgo\n e1xwn to\n Mene/laon to\n kai\ tw~n no/mwn kai\ th=j 
patri/doj prodo/thn gegono/ta 

 16 kai\ tai=j mierai=j xersi\ ta\ i9era\ skeu/h lamba/nwn kai\ ta\ u9p 0 a!llwn 
basile/wn a)nastaqe/nta pro\j au1chsin kai\ do/can tou= to/pou kai\ timh\n tai=j 
bebh/loij xersi\n sussu/rwn. 

 17 Kai\ e0metewri/zeto th\n dia/noian o9 'Anti/oxoj ou0 sunorw~n, o3ti dia_ ta\j 
a(marti/aj tw~n th\n po/lin oi0kou/ntwn a0pw&rgistai braxe/wj o9 despo/thj, 
dio\ ge/gone peri\ to\n to/pon paro/rasij. 

 
 11 When (news) of what had happened reached the king, he assumed that Judea was 

in revolt. So, raging in his spirit like a beast, he left Egypt and took the city by 
storm 

 12 and commanded his soldiers to cut down relentlessly whoever fell into their 
hands and to slaughter those who fled to their houses. 

 13 There were massacres of young and old, disappearance of women and children, 
slaughter150 of girls and babies. 

 14 Within the total of three days eighty thousand were destroyed, namely forty 
thousand in hand-to-hand fighting, and no less than the slaughtered ones were 
sold (as slaves). 

 
 149. For this meaning of ba&rbaroj in the first century, see F.-M. Abel, Les livres 
des Maccabées (Ebib; Paris: Gabalda, 1949), ad loc.; Nelis, II Makkabeeën, ad loc. 
 150. Lit. slaughters (plural). 


